
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



98 



The Married DemdnesSt 



[Aug. 



Such friends as he accidentally met, 
he leturned home to dinner, and 
geneially spent his evenings, while 
ins sons, piactised diawmg under his 
superintendance, at the same table, 
in wilting literary works, winch have 
deseivedly procured him celebrity, 
and placed him high in the ranks of 
pojile hteraluie. 

In Ireland we require to be called 
off fi om the pleasures of the table, to 
an abridgment of the hours spent over 
the bottle. The present fashionable 
hours ot dining aie calculated to pro- 
mote too great indulgence in this 
point, and to induce an opinion that 
after the labours ot the long day 
aje over, a social indulgence is allow- 
able. How much bettei, and moie 
in the spirit of philosophy would it 
be to spend those houis of lelaxa- 
tion in social intercourse among our 
friends, without the aid ot the bottle, 
or in the domestic familiar inteicoorse 
ot the family circle, m that kind 
of study, to which occasional con- 
versation affords no material in- 
terruption! In eveiy plan of en- 
joyment it is of advantage to in- 
clude an idea of the domestic cucle» 
rather than to seek tor satisfaction 
in an insulated state. By sue h a plan 
the membeis of a family are bound 
up together ; the young are ti alli- 
ed to look for enjoyment under the 
sheltering and protecting wing of pa- 
rental vigilance. In what better mau- 
ner can the hours of relaxation fiom 
business be passed J In foimuig the 
minds of -youth, the right employ- 
ment of tfieir leisuie houis, is of 
the Highest lmpoi lance, and parents 
should especially contnbute their sbaie 
to assist in the founation of right ha- 
bits, if the young people manifest a, 
tractable disposition, and a docility 
to be led into those habits, which 
will ultimately contnbute most es- 
sentially to their own happiness. 

K. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

THE MABRIfcD DEMONESS, 
Continued jroni Vol. IV p. 425. 

7 A THAN at these words lecover- 
J ed himself, and drew from them 
gieat hopes of a lasting happiness. 
He had scarcely depaited from the 



palace when he met Asmodeus, with 
a di awn sword in his hand, who cried 
out to him a distance as far off as he 
could see htm. " Why have you done 
what I forbad you ? You shall now 
by no means escape me, and the 
time is come when you shall pay for 
all your crimes." 

Patience ' says Nathan to him, I did 
Hot enter your palace but through 
the power ot the love, which [ have 
for your daughter ; I beseech you 
give her to me, you will thus make 
me the happiest of men, as your 
refusal will render me the most nn- 
seiable. Asmodeus was much rejoic- 
ed at this excuse, and said to Nathan, 
1 consent to your request, and 1 give 
you my daughter very willingly ; but 
deter theceiemonies ot your marriage, 
until 1 have returned from the cam- 
paign to which the interest of my 
slate calls me. You may however in 
the mean lime, enter the palace of my 
daughter with full liberty, converse 
with her, and pass your time very 
agieeably. 

After granting this permission, As- 
modeus returned to his army, at- 
tacked the hostile city, took it by 
assault, ana razed ltto the giound. lie 
then spoke to his troops, and invited 
them to come and refresh themselves 
in his capital, and paiticipate in Jus 
joy; you will be all welcome, said 
he, and you will see the nuptials of 
my daughter, whom I gave to 
the man who is the most learned of 
the whole world in all the laws di- 
vine and human. They all accepted 
his invitation, and immediately set 
themselves to collect all the game 
and venison which the forests con- 
tained to increase the magnificence of 
these nuptials. And they brought with 
them an infinity of wild fowl and 
animals of the forest. 

The day of the maniage being 
come, Asmodeus gave such great 
riches to his son in law, that they 
sui passed imagination. He at the 
same time had the marriage contract 
duwn out and caused it to be signed 
by all the gieat lords of his empire 
attei the mairied couple, lie gave 
a public festival, the most splendid* 
that can be conceived ; and ui the 
evening he delivered his daughter iuto 
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fbe hands of Nathan, according to the 
custom of ail nations. 

They had no sooner entered into the 
jiuptial chamber, than the bnde Mitia 
said to her spouse Nathan, you have 
perhaps hitherto believed, that 1 was 
a sorceress, or a demoness, but know 
that I am of the human lace, as you 
are ; but beware of even touching me, 
if you have not a true love (or me. 
He answered her, with the greatest 
respect and tiansport, that he 
loved her more than the sight of 
his eyes, and that he would prefer 
death rather than abandon her. 1 shall 
believe you said she if you will con- 
fiim your words by an oath. Nathan 
made no difficulty of this, and <wore 
it solemnly to her, and besides did 
not content himself with wouls, but 
put it in writing, signed it, and gave 
it her to keep, as a proof of the eter- 
nity of his faith. They lived after this 
as husband and wife in all the de- 
lights of a happy wedlock, which at 
last gave birth to a son, who accord- 
ing to the law of Moses was circum- 
cised on the eighth day, and was 
named Solomon in memory of the 
wise king the son of David. 

After having lived some years in per- 
fect unity, Mitra perceived that Na- 
than, playing one day with his little 
son Solomon, whom he held on his 
knees, sighed several times : she en- 
quired of him the reason. Alas ! said he, 
J will tell you the tiuth; 1 sighed in 
thinking on my son and my wile, whom 
1 have left in my native country. 
Well, said Mitra, what do you want > 
do >ou not find me sufficiently beau- 
tiful? Do you wish tor inoie riches 
and honours than you have? Tell me 
freely and you shall see what care I 
will take to give you satisfaction. 
It is true said the husband, that I 
want for nothing and that your boun- 
ty has exceeded my hopes, but when 
I look on our son Solomon, 1 cannot 
prevent myself fiom sighing, in think- 
ing of my other children. Did 1 not 
inform you, said Mitra, that you should 
jiotmairy me if you could not give 
jne your whole heart and if you did 
not love me sincerely. You will soon 
complain of regret for your other wife, 
and her absence will make you sigh 
likewise. Take care this does not hap- 
pen, for I should, feel myself highly 



offended. Poor Nathan immediately 
begged her pardon, and piomised to 
avoid every thing that could displease 
her. He could not however restrain 
himself so much as to pi event him- 
self trom sighing sometimes, an4 
Mitra having perceived him in this 
situation, said to him, Do not pre- 
vent youiself, my dear husband, from 
sighing tor your first wile and lor 
her children; if you cannot manage 
it, I am willing to take the trouble 
of conducting you to them, but 1 de- 
sire that you will determipe a time (or 
your departure, and another for your 
letum. Alas 1 said he, \ will do what, 
ever you wish. He protested, he swore, 
he signed whatever she desired, and 
gave her a promise drawn up in proper 
foi in, which she might keep as an assu- 
rance ot his woid. After this, she invited 
her principal friends to a magnificent 
banquet ; and towards the end of the 
feast she said to them, that her hus- 
band wished to visit his foimer wife, and 
children, which were in the city of 
N. and she added whieh of you wilt 
have stiength and courage sufficient 
to conduct him there? One of the 
company answered immediately, that 
he would willingly undertake the com- 
mission, provided that he was allowed 
twenty yeais to execute it: another 
asked only ten years: a thud rose up 
and promised to perform it in one 
year. But a little hunch back, blind 
of one eye, who sat at the bottom of 
the table, offered to carry him there 
in one day. The lady of the house 
immediately said to him, to you then 
I will give the commission, but take 
take great care not to incommode him 
in any manner: you must even carry 
him with delicacy: for this man whom 
you are to carry is my husband, your 
lord, and it is proper that you should 
know he is so much exhausted by his 
studies of the holy scriptures, that 
every pain should be spared him. 
Do not give yourself any trouble, 
answered the little demon, I will exe- 
cute wiih pleasure all your commands. 
At the moment of. paiting, Mitia 
whispeied soltly lo Natlun, 1 beseech 
you, my dear husband, do not irritate 
this demon in any manner, for he is 
very passionate, which has been the 
cause that one of his eyes has been 
knocked out. Nathan said to her, do 
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not give yourself any uneasiness about 
any thing, 1 assure I will avoid eveiy 
occasion of irritating him. She then 
wished him a good jouiney, and en- 
treated nun to remember the pro- 
mise, which he had given her, and 
■which lie had confirmed by his oath. 
On this the little one-eyed hunch 
backed demon, placed Nathan on his 
sbouldeis with a leg on each side, and 
by unknown wayscained him to the 
city where he was to go, and laid 
him down gently at the end of a bridge 
over which there was an entrance into 
the city. 

The dawn beginningto illuminate the 
«artb, the demon assumed the figure of 
a gentleman, and enteied the city along 
with Nathan; the) had pioceeded 
but a few steps, when they met a 
man, who had formerly been the 
friend of Nathan, who said, are jou 
Mot that peison who being the son of 
a very rich man exposed yourself 
to the dangers of the sea, and suite) ed 
ship wieck : 1 am he, said Nathan : the 
toian said immediately I will run and 
bring the news to your wife, who has 
lived as a widow tor some years, and 
I will also tell it to your relations. 
He immediately went off, and he 
greatly rejoiced all those to whom 
be related the news. They ran out 
all together to meet him, to testify 
the jcy they felt for his return, and 
to (earn the paiticulars of all the ad. 
ventures which had happened him ; 
Nathan related to them the circu-n- 
stances which had occurred fiom the 
first to the last, and gave them the 
particulars of all the dangerous events, 
which he had suffered ; and of the 
manner in which God had always 
pieserved him : he entered into his 
bouse along with the demon, who was 
concealed under a human form. '1 he 
first thing he did was to embiace 
bis wife and ehildien in presence of 
all the world, and he caused a solemn 
feast to be piepared for bis relations 
and friends. Scarcely was the banquet 
iimshed, when Nathan asked the de- 
mon, who had conducted him by the 
command of the daughter pf Asino; 
deus, how he happened to be blind 
of an eye; he replied immediately, 
it is written exactly in I he sacred 
book of Proverbs, xxi, 23. lie iiho 



places a guard on his mouth and his 
tongue, preserves his soul from many 
evils. But tell me Nathan why do 
jou reproach me wTth my deformity 
in public; have not your sages said ? 
He who causes shame to his companion 
shall be excluded front eternal life. 
Nathan did not pay any respect to 
these words, but continued still to 
lrutate the demon, and asked |nm 
also why he was hunch backed. True- 
ly said the demon, that which is written 
in Proverbs xxvi. 2. applys well to jou, 
As the dog returns to his vomit, so 
does the fooi return to his folly; I 
will however tell you the truth. 
You have asjeed me why I am blind 
of an eye, know that it is because I 
am loo passionate ' for in cjuanellmg 
with one of my companions he knock- 
ed out my eye. And as to what yoij 
ask me about my being hunch-backed, 
know that-1 cannot tell the reason: 
but let it pass, and do that which 
must be done. Nathan prayed him 
to forgive his impertinent curiosity : 
Never, said the demon, will I pari 
don you, it has given me too great 
an affront. Nathan then commander 1 
his servants to give the demon Jus 
dinner, but he answered roughly, [ 
will never eat or dunk any thing be- 
longing to you. Order only that some 
one may recite the prayers which are 
accustomed to be said at nsmg from 
table, and I will immediately depart 
and return into my own countiy. 

The prayers being finished, the (le- 
mon said to Nathan, what do you 
choose that 1 should say to mv mis- 
tress, your wife ? and what* other 
commission do you give me ? Go 
said he and tell her, that I will never 
return to her, that she is not my 
wife, and that I am not her hus- 
band. 'I he demon repiesented to bun 
thai he ought not to speak in that man- 
ner, and that he should take care 
not to violate the promise that be 
had confiimed by his oath. I will 
pay no tegaid, said Nathan, either to 
that piomise or to that oath; and 
having sent for bis first wife, he kis- 
sed and embraced ber before him, 
paying, this is my true wile, and I 
am truly her husband: as for your 
misttess she is only a sorceress, begot 
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hy demons, tell her I will never re- 
turn to her. 

The l.ttle demon seeing the obsti- 
nacy of the man, deputed at once, 
/ull ot wrath, and returned to his 
mistress. She no sooner saw hmAliaii 
she demanded how her loid and hus- 
band was, and what he had cdm- 
iniv,toued him to tell be,r. The d<*- 
iuoji answered her, you. demand, 
news fiom me rejecting a man, who 
has not the smallest love for jou, 
who on the contrary hates you, and 
who has declared haughtily, that he 
will never return to see you, that 
you are not his wife, and that he is 
not your husband, lie then related 
to her all the details of. what he had 
teen, and even the particular res- 
pecting the iirst wife. The princess 
fylitra said then, I know not how to 
believe that what you have said is 
true ; there seems much probability 
that alj he has said was only to ir 
ntate you, and put you in a passion ; 
but I, who lkiiow liui), and who 
Know how learned he is in the Di- 
vine Law, and the holy Scriptures, can- 
not be persuaded that he should break 
that faith, which he lias sworn to me 
so solemnly ; 1 will wait for the tune, 
when he has promised to return, and 
then we will consider what is proper 
to be done. 

At length the year which she had 
granted linn, being terminated, she said 
to the demon her seivant, go and 
bring back to me my loid and hus- 
band. Have I not told you, madam, 
said he, that he had charged me to 
tell you, that he would not teturii 
to you ? but said she, at that time 
the term had not expired, at the end 
of which he had promised to return, 
i he demon was thus obliged to obey, 
and depaited immediately. He went 
then to hud Seigmor Nathan, to whom, 
aher raakjng a profound bow, he pre- 
sets ed' the respects of his miitiess; 
she has commanded me, said he, to 
salute you on her part, and has sent 
me here express to learn the state 
ot your health, and to exhort you to 
return to hei, the tune being expired 
of the promise which you gave her. 
This put Nathan in a passion, and 
so he answered him roughly, wretch 
begone from this, go and tell her that 
I will never return to her, and that 
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I wish she would not trouble herself 
about me the little demon was 
then obliged to leturn, and to lelate 
to his nibti ess the answer of Nathan, 
Mitrj, out ot all patience, ran like a 
madwoman to her father Asmodeus, 
And related to him the arfair as it 
was ; He answered her gravely, per- 
haps Nathan did not wish to come 
wi/b a servant so deformed as him 
you sent, with whom also he had a 
.quirrel, and in reality it ispotvety 
honourable for him to come in comr 
pany with a one-eyed hunchback 
like .this «little demon : send to him 
respectable ambassadors, who fimy 
publicly exhoi't him to remember hi» 
oith, and to keep his word: she im- 
mediately obeyed him. and chose some 
ot the most h'ouourable among the de- 
mons, who having made the journey 
with uuredibie diligence, exljoited 
Nathan to majse good h,is promise, 
and represented to him the solemnity 
of the oath with vhj/sti he bad bound 
hira^elt. Having answered them , that 
he would never return, they said to 
him, are you not the man, who hither- 
to lias so much studied the holy Scrip- 
tures? Why do you .violate the faith 
of your oat'lj^ for a,t length the time 
whic h' vou fixed for your r.eturn is 
expired: beware pf what yoff do, you 
are tinning agunst the com nand of God 
(in Levuiciis, xix. 12) Thou shalt,rfot 
take my name in Vain, and shult not 
swear Juliet//. You moreover sin against 
the commandment (which is in lixodus, 
Sixi. JO). T/nu iltatt nop diminish 
her food, nor her raiment, nor your 
conjugal duly. Nathan was hot in the 
least moved by lhi->, an.donly repeat- 
ed the old si vi\, that he would never 
return. Wherefore the ambassador? 
returned to tnen country and reported 
exactly to their mistress Mitia. the 
answer vyiuch he had given. 
I'o be Conli nued. 
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